
Loggerhead Turtle

Il-Fekruna tal-baħar
Reddish-brown heart-shaped carapace with dented edges;

5 Pairs of non overlapping coastal scutes on each side and 2 pairs of prefrontal head scutes;

2 Claws on front flippers;

large and powerful jaws;

weight 100 kg;

average carapace length 105 cm; and

species mostly omnivorous (eats both plants and animals).
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Reference: Illustration of loggerhead turtle (except for diagrams) by Andrew Micallef from Sultana J. (ed) (1995) Flora u Fawna ta’ Malta: Dipartiment ghall-Ħarsien tal-Ambjent.

(Caretta caretta)

Green Turtle

Il-Fekruna  il-ħadra
Oval shaped dark olive brown carapace;

4 pairs of non overlapping costal scutes and 1 pair of prefrontal head scutes;

1 claw on each flipper;

named for green colour of its fat;

weight 200 kg;

average carapace length 120cm; and  

adult mostly herbivorous (plant eating).

Reference: Illustration of green turtle (except for diagrams) by Andrew Micallef from Sultana J. (ed) (1995) Flora u Fawna ta’ Malta: Dipartiment ghall-Ħarsien tal-Ambjent..

(Chelonia mydas)

Leatherback Turtle

Il-Fekruna  is-sewda
                                      Black with pink or white splotches;

                                      lacks a hard shell, and has a rubber-like skin all over; 

                                      carapace elongated with seven narrow ridges and no scutes;

                                    no claws on elongated paddle-like flippers; 

                                largest and heaviest of all sea turtle species;

                           carapace  up to 240 cm;

                       weigh up to 900 kg;

                    feeds exclusively on jelly fish and jelly like creatures; and

can venture into subartic zones.

Reference: Illustration of leatherback turtle by Andrew Micallef from Sultana J. (ed) (1995) Flora u Fawna ta’ Malta: Dipartiment ghall-Ħarsien tal-Ambjent.

(Dermochelys coriacea)
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