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 Project awareness events 

 

Action E10 of the LIFE+ MIGRATE project requires the project to be promoted on beaches as 

they provide an excellent opportunity for the promotion of the project and raising awareness. 

On the 7th of August 2014, MEPA met with 

representatives from three Local Councils – 

Birzebbuga, Mgarr and Marsaskala. The scope of this 

meeting was to consult with these representatives 

on the promotion of the project through the 

disseminating of beach umbrellas on beaches, in 
these local councils. 

 

The first beach umbrella-dissemination event 

occurred on the 15th of September 2014 at Ġnejna  

Bay with the collaboration of the Mġarr local 

council. This event catered for young children 

attending summer school of Mġarr. During this event, the children were informed about 

cetacean and turtle species, and eventually were 

questioned about it. Umbrellas were given to these 

children as a token for attending this event. 

However, it was ensured that the umbrellas were 

left with the teachers for safety reasons. 

 

Two similar events were held on the 22nd 

September 2014, at St. Thomas Bay at 9 o’clock in 

the morning with the collaboration of Marsaskala 

local council and at Pretty Bay at half past eleven in 

the morning with the collaboration of the 

Birzebbuġa local council. These two events were targeted to the general public using the 

beaches on the day.  During these two events, advertising material such as the roll-up banner 

was set up and people passing by had the opportunity to collect a free umbrellas, and ask for 

information on the project and the species 

concerned, along other promotional materials such 

as stickers and brochures. 

 

 

During these events, MEPA had the opportunity to 

attach stickers on bins situated on all the previously 

mentioned bays. This served as a campaign to 
promote the project and simultaneously, raising 

public awareness in terms of recylcing. These 



stickers, as mentioned in the previous newsletter, publicise a message that every small piece 

of waste can pose irreversable threats to marine organisms, such as the bottlenose dolphins 

and the loggerhead turtles and marine ecosystems. 

 

 

Experience of two volunteers on the boat-based observation surveys 

 

Following the boat-based surveys which ended in September 2014, two volunteers have 

shown their interest to write about their experience on the Aurora Boreal whilst conducting 

the surveys with KAI Marine Surveys.  

 

Ms Jacqueline Panzavecchia: 

 

‘As I always do, I was surfing on the internet for some information about dolphins, turtles and 

other cetaceans when I came across an add on the internet that a group of Spanish scientific 

experts team (KAI Marine Services) are going to be in Malta to do some research about these 

beautiful creatures and their habitat. They have allocated a few spaces for those interested 

volunteering in taking part of these scientific surveys, which has always been my dream. 

After following the given instructions on how to apply I was invited to attend a training 

workshop about the identification of cetacean’s dolphins, whales and turtle species. We were 

also given further instructions to send an email to KAI Marine 

Services with previous experience if one was interested in 

joining for a 7day survey journey. Finally, I was chosen for an 

interview where they also advised me that I was welcomed to 

join the crew from the 23rd to the 29th of August 2014. 

We left from Marsamxett harbour on the catamaran ‘Aurora 

Boreal’ with a group of  4 scientific experts and 5 volunteers 

on board. The project entailed collecting data from all the 

species of cetaceans, as well as birds and human activity on 

the island. 

The forecast for the coming days was good and we hoped to 

have some sightings of loggerhead turtles tagged with Kinetic 

Tags to explore in detail and observe the turtle’s movements and habitat. We were lucky 

enough to encounter more than 7 specimens of loggerhead turtle in which one of them has 

participated in the tests of the said tags. 



We also encountered a pod of common dolphins, together with tuna and shearwaters. Then on 

another day we sighted a pod of bottlenose dolphins which gave us a spectacular show. To 

complete the magic going around the ‘Aurora Boreal’ was a manta ray which at some point it 

come out of the sea showing off for us while lookin’g at us as if it wanted to know what was 

going on. That was one of the best moments during 

this experience. 

During day time on board we were given duties such 

as observation, data input, acoustic data, cooking 

and cleaning. Night time on board was also 

interested as when we were out at night we had 

night shifts in turns to watch out for passing ships.  

When sea state was not good for sighting dolphins 

and turtles we used the Marina port at Mgarr and 

there we had some time for workshops which we had with Ricardo and Salvatore; both 

workshops were very interesting. 

Ricardo explained and showed us how to obtain more information about the population and 

conservation of these species in water around the 

Maltese islands. The aim is to create maps of 

potential hotspots for these species. We also had 

training on how to identify different species. 

Salvatore (aka Salva) prepared a PowerPoint 

presentation which was very interesting too. In his 

presentation, Salva explained to us about the 

acoustic signals and how to locate and classify 

species. 

We had to carry out our tasks everyday from dusk till dawn no matter how sunny and high the 

temperature would be, but apart from that, we had lots of magical moments especially during 

sunset when observation and data use to be done for the day. We used to cook traditional food 

together while Captain Kiko used to play some 

Spanish music on the guitar for us under the stars 

while we all prepared for the next night shift. 

Saturday 29th of August was my last day on the 

Aurora. We left Mgarr Gozo to Marsamxett 

Harbour feeling grateful that I was part of the 

crew but at the same time sad that my 7day 

research was already over.  

During this experience I’ve learned how lucky we 

are to have such wonderful creatures and how all of us should safe guard their existence in 

every possible way. In my opinion we have to be more careful, especially when going to the 

beach. It is very important to clean after our selves because we have to keep in mind that all 

leftovers left on the beach will end up in our sea and will harm the sea turtles and dolphins.’ 



 

Gwyneth Tanti: 

‘Having an MSc in Marine Environmental Management and a passion for the sea, projects like 

LIFE + MIGRATE interest me greatly. I 

attended all the training sessions 

provided by MEPA and KAI Marine 

Services and was lucky enough to be 

chosen by KAI to go on board their 

research vessel, the 'Aurora Boreal' and 

join their professional team for the 

scientific boat based surveys in August 

2014.  

 

The crew was very welcoming, with a nice group of volunteers and a very cheerful captain. 

Initially we were told about the safety procedures, duties 

and responsibilities. We had one hour shifts doing different 

duties, two hours rest and other shifts for cleaning and 

cooking. Our first day consisted of a training session for each 

shift. Shifts started from early morning and went on 

throughout the night, weather permitting.  

The shifts were rather intensive, especially in the scorching 

sun. If your shift was on starboard or port side, where you 

were constantly on the lookout for any dolphins or turtles, 

your next shift would be in the shade working on data or 

sightings. During the data shift, we would record the 

environmental conditions, position/course, any human 

activities and conduct acoustic surveys (a new interesting 

experience!). For sightings one would input all the required 

details onto KAI's system.  

The night shifts were a different experience. We worked in pairs, one would keep a watch out 

and the other would conduct acoustic surveys 

and then alternate. Surrounded by complete 

darkness in the open sea can be quite scary, 

but just the view of the sky bursting with stars 

or the sunrise itself made it all worthwhile and 

simply breathtaking.   

Unfortunately, you get days with no sightings, 

but once a dolphin or turtle was sighted, there 

would be great commotion on board, getting 

all the details recorded and cameras ready! During my stay on the catamaran I managed to see 

Striped Dolphins and many Loggerhead Turtles! A spectacular sight! 



 This was definitely a challenging experience and a unique way to celebrate my birthday! 

Despite the hard work, it was great getting away from everyday chaos and enjoy the calm, 

relaxing sea, not to mention a great opportunity to taste some international cuisine! I admit, it 

was hard going back to reality!’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


