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Training workshops and public talks on identification of cetacean and marine turtle species 

During the preceding summer months, the  LIFE + MIGRATE team has done a number of 

training workshops to a variety of associations and stakeholders, namely Majjistral Park, 

Sharklab Malta, Din l-Art Ħelwa, Calypso Subaqua Club, Atlam  Diving club and fishers from the 

Fishing Federation. The sessions included information about the project itself and its main 

goals, as well as relatively detailed descriptions of the cetacean (mainly dolphins and whales) 

and turtle species which occur around the Maltese Islands. The workshops’ purpose was to 

brief people about the different types of 

species that exist, in order for the audience 

(particularly when they are out at sea) to be 

able to distinguish species, or at least know 

what features to look for when they 

encounter these animals when out at sea. The 

correct handling of turtles until more 

professional help arrives, was also discussed 

and demonstrated on a turtle dummy, as 

some of the people present, spend a lot of 

their time at sea and hence such initial 

response would be crucial to know.  

Public talk at Din l-Art Ħelwa 

Apart from educating different categories of the public, the workshops also served to ‘invest’ 

in volunteers who wanted to assist in the project, i.e. they could provide data in order to 

create a wider range of results. The majority of the audience showed interest in the 

presentations and asked many interesting questions throughout the sessions regarding the 

species, as well as how they can volunteer in the project, concluding that such training 

workshops have been a great success.  

In addition, an enthusiast official from 

Majjistral Park, Mr Chris Cachia Zammit, has 

shown his interest to write about his 

experience during these training workshop 

sessions. He writes as follows:  

 

“From a young age, I have been always 

interested in marine life especially cetaceans 

and turtles. This interested started off with 

my first encounter with a pod of bottlenose 

dolphins whilst crossing the channel between 

Malta and Gozo).      Training Workshop at Majjistral Park 



 

Whilst I was volunteering for LIFE Yelkouan Shearwater project, I had my first opportunity to 

learn more in depth about both cetaceans and turtles through the LIFE+ Migrate. This was 

because we had been asked to keep records of both cetaceans and turtles during the seabirds’ 

survey. The workshop has given me a new insight into the world of cetaceans and turtles and 

made me more aware of the vast amount of species that can be found in the Mediterranean 

region, and particularly in Malta. Attending workshops conducted by LIFE+ MIGRATE, has 

shown me further how we, as humans, are affecting the ecology of the Mediterranean region.” 

- Chris Cachia Zammit  (Majjistral Park). 

 

Project promotion beach events 

On 8
th

 September 2015, MEPA held a project promotion beach event, in collaboration with 

Majjistral Park, with the aim of raising awareness about this project and the marine species 

concerned to sea-users since the season was still great for swimming. This event was held at 

Gnejna Bay and it was targeted to the general public using the beach on that particular day.  

During this event, advertising 

material such as the roll-up banner 

was set up and people passing by had 

the opportunity to see a life-size 

dummy of a loggerhead turtle, collect 

a free beach umbrellas and 

brochures, and ask for information 

and details on this project. Also, on 

the same day, a number of brochures 

were provided to the life guards of 

Golden Bay (a neighbouring beach, 

Gnejna Bay), whereby they made 

them available in their beach library. 
Dummy of a loggerhead turtle & a LIFE+ Migrate beach umbrella 

in the background 

The project video 

An eye-catching video of approximately fifteen minutes has been produced with the main aim 

of increasing the visibility of the LIFE+ Migrate project. This video features the work carried out 

throughout this project, including the boat based observation surveys done by KAI, footages of 

dolphins and marine turtles and a number interviews with the people involved in the project. 

Should you wish to watch the project video, you may click on the following link: 

http://lifeprojectmigrate.com/life-migrate-video/. 

 

Rare, vagrant and occasional marine species in the Mediterranean Sea 

• The rough-toothed dolphin 

The rough-toothed dolphin (Scientific name: Steno bredanensis) is a marine mammal classified 

under the family delphinidae
1
. The species has a dark grey or bluish cape with white or pinkish 

                                                             
1
 Delphinidae is the family of animals commonly known as the dolphins. 



white underside and can reach up to 150kg in size and 2.8 m long. This dolphin is generally 

identified at sea due to its distinctive head shape, since unlike other dolphins which have a 

prominent beak; the head of the rough-toothed dolphin is conical. This means that it has a 

narrow beak which blends into its forehead without a crease. Other distinctive features in this 

species is that it has a whitish colour around the lips and its narrowness of its head together 

with its unusually large eyes, give it a reptilian appearance. Also, the pinkish or yellowish white 

blotches and spots found especially on its lower half of the body can may it distinguishable 

from other cetaceans, if they can seen whilst out at sea. The skin is peeled allowing new cells 

to replace old ones; this ensures smooth skin enabling them to swim with less or no resistance. 

Its common food is fish. 

The rough-toothed dolphin’s distribution is poorly known, probably since it is rarely seen. It 

prefers to live in warm waters around the world and tries to avoid cold surface waters and cold 

currents; however it is never numerous. Entanglement in fishing gear is a large threat to these 

dolphins, and some of this species have been reported caught in gillnet and driftnet fisheries in 

Sri Lanka. Also, it has been noted that Maltese fishermen are probably spotting this species to 

the east outside Maltese waters. 

Its behaviour is very typical to all dolphins but it’s harder to observe since it can sometimes be 

submerged for more than 15 minutes. It swims very rapidly and bow rides, but not as readily 

as other tropical dolphins. It however communicates using clicks and whistles like the majority. 

The rough-toothed dolphin is found in groups of 10-20, and in rare cases they are found in 

groups of several hundred. 

In the Mediterranean Sea, the rough-

toothed dolphin is mainly present towards 

the eastern side in the Levantine Sea, In 

fact, there has been very frequent 

encountered in the coastal waters of 

Cyprus, Lebanon and Israel. On the other 

hand, in Maltese territorial waters, this 

species is considered to be vagrant and/or 

occasional with the possibility of being 

present. 

A pod of rough-toothed dolphin © Thomas Hadjikyriakou 

 

• The kemp’s ridley 

The Kemp’s Ridley (Lepidochelys kempi) is a marine turtle classified under the family 

Cheloniidae
2
 and is a critically endangered species. The Kemp’s Ridley’s only known nesting site 

is at Rancho Nuevo, Tamaulipas in Mexico. The nesting site in 1947 estimated 40,000 turtles, 

however in the past years the number has dropped down to hundreds only, despite increase of 

awareness and beach protection. 

The turtle’s head is moderate and has a triangular shape. The carapace, which is the hard 

outer covering on its back, is bony without ridges, has non-overlapping scales which are also 

known as scutes.  

                                                             
2
 Cheloniidae is the family of animals commonly known as the marine turtles, which globally there are 

only 7 different species. 



The front flippers have one claw while rear flipper can have up to two claws. Their back colour 

is generally dark grey green while the underside, which is known as the plastron has a white or 

yellowish colour. They can reach up to 66cm in carapace length and 49kg in size. This species 

has a powerful jaw which enables it to grind crabs, clams, mussels, jellyfish and other similar 

animals. Its preferred habitat is shallow areas with sandy and muddy bottoms where there is 

abundance of this type of prey. 

This species still remains the rarest sea turtle in the world, however in 1978 by means of the 

“head starting” program, the nesting population has increased modestly and thus this species 

is identified as “conservation dependent” rather than “endangered”. The main threat to this 

sea turtle is human activity including collection of eggs or killing adults and juveniles for meat, 

and also shrimp trawlers. 

In Mediterranean Sea, until the 1990s, the kemp’s ridely had only been recorded from a single 

record which happened to be recorded in 

Maltese waters. This marine turtle species 

was caught approximately one mile from the 

mouth of the Grand Harbour in October 

1929. It is important to point out the 

carapace of this kemp’s ridely which was 

caught in the Maltese waters was brought 

and kept at the Museum of Natural History in 

Mdina. Recently this species was also 

recorded in Spain following many measures 

of conservation on the Mexican beach.  

Kemps’ ridely ©Jesús Tomás, University of Valencia, 

Spain 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 


