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The project in 2014 

 

This year 2014, we will be following on the same steps of 2013 and the experiences learnt will 

help to facilitate the process further. Volunteers will be recruited again for 2014, so 

promotional events will be happening throughout the year, with adverts and brochures being 

issued to raise awareness for volunteering. The newspaper adverts are currently in the process 

of being produced and should be available for dissemination in April-May 2014. Also being 

produced are T-shirts and caps for volunteers and during this summer, Life Migrate beach 

umbrellas will also be available at some beaches throughout Malta. 

 

The numerous training sessions held last year will continue again this year with the aim of 

educating people interacting with the sea. Training in recognising the different cetacean and 

turtle species is important as this allows more accurate information to be shared regarding the 

specific species sighted. Groups targeted for the training sessions will be the Armed Forces of 

Malta (AFM), the Civil Protection Department (CPD), the boat owners through Marinas, Diving 

clubs and the Professional Diving School Association and anyone interested in volunteering. All 

data gathered on sightings will help with the overall aim of the project. 

 

On the 23rd of October 2013, during the IMPAC 3 (International Marine Protected Areas 

Congress) (held in Marseille 21-25 October 2013), KAI presented to all present in this meeting 

the LIFE + project Migrate project and its aims also through the proposed road map. During 

this conference specific meetings were also held with diverse representatives of Marine 

Protected Areas stakeholder involvement programmes and other potential participants to the 

process of this action. During another activity; the Artisanal Fisheries Symposium organised by 

the General Fisheries Council of the Mediterranean (FAO – GFCM) in St. Julians Malta on the 

27-30 November, MEPA attended (also on behalf of KAI) this meeting and the project’s aims 

and deliverables were presented in a poster exhibited in this conference. This allowed 

stakeholders to gain knowledge of the project and its progress.  As from November 2013, the 

survey 2013 analysis will serve to identify any further issues necessary for the maintenance or 

recovery to the favourable conservation status of cetaceans and sea turtles in Maltese waters 

 

The 2
nd

 boat based survey will begin in July 2014 and will be at sea for 3 months. Before this 

begins the vessel must be selected and equipment prepared, there will be an official visit on 

board the boat. This year during the survey, for a short period of time KAI Marine will also be 

accompanied by a cameraman, gathering footage for a short video which aims to show the 

work carried out and results of the survey which will be available at the end of 2014. This 



event follows the completion of this 2014 final survey. This however is not the end of the 

project, maps showing hotspots for the species (if present) need to be produced followed by 

proposals to turn such areas into Sites of Community Importance (SCI’s) as eventually to be 

designated by the Maltese government.  

 

BOV; Words from the official Co-financier of this project  

“You aren’t wealthy until you have something money can’t buy”- Garth Brooks 

Various circumstances come to mind where this citation would fit like a glove, but perhaps 

none is more pertinent than when one is discussing the green stakeholder. Our generation has 

inherited this great gift from our fathers, and we have a duty to care for it so as to hand it over 

in the best form possible to our children.  

For Bank of Valletta, supporting the Life+ Project Migrate made perfect sense. The Project 

focused on two marine species that are ‘common’, or rather should be common to our waters. 

After all we are an island in the middle of the Mediterranean Sea!  

This project put research at its core. The studies being carried out by the scientific experts, as 

well as the input provided by volunteers, are providing us with a clearer picture of our 

neighbours, the bottlenose dolphin and the loggerhead turtle. By really tracing their breeding 

and feeding patterns, we have a better chance to ensure their conservation and the longevity 

of their species. 

Since coming on board this project, Bank of Valletta has made the most of every opportunity 

to create awareness about this project. For instance, the Aurora Boreal catamaran used by KAI 

in the 2013 surveys was berthed at Senglea Wharf for the BOV Valletta Boat Show during a 

week end in late September 2013. A briefing session for volunteers was also hosted at the BOV 

Centre in August 2013.  

For Bank of Valletta, being socially responsible has become consistent to the manner in which 

we operate and do our business. We believe that our impact lies in the support we provide not 

only in our day-to-day business but also in our daily actions towards a healthier greener 

environment. 

 

Risso’s Dolphin 

 

The Risso’s Dolphin (Grampus griseus) is one of the largest species of dolphin, growing up to 

3.8 metres in length and weighing up to 500kg. They are easily identified by their dark grey 

colour with extensive white scarring (this scarring is an identifying features for recognising this 

species, as is the lack of a ‘bottlenose’); the scars are usually scratches or circular marks caused 

by bites from other Risso's dolphins, squid bites, or parasites. In some animals, the scarring can 

be so extensive that the entire body appears to be white. Their dorsal fin is tall, slightly curved 

and located near the middle of the back. The flukes are broad and curved with a deep median 

notch and they have long thin flippers. 

 

The typical size of a Risso's dolphin pod is between 3-30 animals, although "super-pods" of up 

to several thousand together have been observed, it is also very common for Risso's dolphins 

to form travelling pods at sea with other dolphin species. Risso's dolphins tend to prefer 

offshore habitats throughout the warm temperate and tropical waters of both hemispheres. 



They primarily prey on squid, but have also been known to feed on a number of fish species. 

They are a fairly active species, often leaping, spy hopping, fluke slapping, and flipper slapping, 

but do not usually approach boats unlike other dolphin species which like to surf bow waves. 

Formerly Risso’s dolphin was thought to be rare, probably cause by their offshore distribution, 

however exact numbers are still not known. Risso's dolphin, along with all other cetaceans 

species present in this area, is also covered by the Agreement on the Conservation of 

Cetaceans in the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area (ACCOBAMS), 

amongst others. This agreement aims to reduce threats to cetaceans in Mediterranean and 

Black Sea waters and improve our knowledge of these animals.  

 

Risso’s Dolphin Breaching 

 

A short article was written in the Times of Malta; In the morning of the 8
th

 of September 2013, 

a pod of around six Risso’s Dolphin was observed around Paradise bay in the North of Malta. 

They were described as extremely friendly, coming right up to a boat and even allowing some 

people to swim with them.  

The Risso’s Dolphin was also one of the cetacean species observed during the boat based 

surveys in summer 2013.  

 

 

The Long-finned Pilot Whale 

Article by Bird Life Malta (Maria De Filippo research Assistant- EU LIFE+Maltese Seabird 

Project)  

 

On the morning of 14
th

 October 2013, the team of the EU LIFE+ Malta Seabird Project was on 

board their research vessel, a 36 foot sailing yacht named “Moonspirit” , collecting data for use 

in mapping seabird distribution and activity at sea. The long field season, during which the 

research team had spent more than 120 days over eight months sailing transects around the 

Maltese Islands, was coming to an end. The staff and volunteers working on the project had 

recorded thousands of observations of Malta’s breeding seabirds, as well as numerous other 

birds and marine species- Green and Loggerhead turtles, four different dolphin species and 

even a few sharks. But on this morning, about 20 nautical miles north-east of Gozo, they made 



perhaps their most exciting non-bird sighting of the season: five Long-finned Pilot Whales 

(Globicephala melas), one of them a young calf, swimming just below the boat. 

 

It's very unusual to find these animals in the Maltese waters. Eight cetacean (whales, dolphins 

and porpoises) species are represented by resident populations in Malta, but few records exist 

for the Long-finned Pilot Whale in Maltese waters. The infrequent reports of these magnificent 

creatures in Malta could be attributed to their association with pelagic waters overlying deep 

slopes. Globicephala melas inhabits the Atlantic area and Western Mediterranean, but isn’t a 

regular species in the Central Mediterranean. 

 

Their common English name "pilot whale" refers to the belief that there is a leader which is 

followed by the other whales in the pod (family group), even when it means certain death. In 

fact they are notorious for stranding themselves on beaches. 

 

Despite their name, pilot whales are in fact one of the largest members of the dolphin family. 

Both species exhibit sexual dimorphism (males and females have distinctive appearance) and 

have a large, bulbous “melon” (protruding “forehead”). Their color is dark gray to black, with a 

characteristic “anchor-shaped” ventral patch and others light gray patches on the body.  

 

Pilot whales are highly social, and studies suggest that both males and females remain in their 

mothers' pods for life. Breeding may occur at any time of the year, but most occurs in spring 

and early summer in both hemispheres. They are very active and can often be seen lobtailing 

and spyhopping, with the younger ones also breaching. 

 

 
Pod of Pilot Whales 

 

The status of the species is unknown due to taxonomic uncertainty and lack of sufficient data 

about the species’ numbers and distribution, but it is likely that pilot whales, like many other 

cetaceans, are suffering due to the adverse impact of a number of human activities, such as 

increasing levels of anthropogenic noise pollution, especially military sonar and seismic 

surveys, by-catch and competition with squid fisheries. As with other species of cetaceans, 



pilot whales are a strictly protected species and EU member states need to take all the 

requisite measures to maintain the population of these species at a favorable Conservation 

Status (FCS).  

 
 
The EU Life+ Malta Seabird Project aims to create an inventory of marine Important 
Bird Areas (IBAs) for the three seabird species breeding in Malta. Find out more about 
the project activities at http://maltaseabirdproject.wordpress.com/ And follow them on 
facebook: www.facebook.com/LifeSeabirdMaltaProject  
 

 

 

 

 

 


